
More Deer on Highways
During Fall, Winter Months

Motorists encouraged to be alert

In the past three years, nearly 90 percent of animal-related crashes
involved deer.

As the temperature starts dropping and leaves start falling, another
sign of the changing season is more deer along North Carolina
roadways. For motorists, that means a greater chance of striking a
deer on the road.

Between 2012 and 2014, nearly half of the 58,372 animal-related
crashes in the state took place from October through December.
About 90 percent of those involved deer.

A new N.C. Department of Transportation study shows there were
17,831 animal-related crashes in 2014 -- the lowest number since
2006. Despite the decline in crashes, animal-vehicle collisions still
pose a threat to motorists. Over the past three years, animal-
related crashes claimed 11 lives, injured 3,386 drivers and
passengers and caused nearly $145 million in damage.

Stay Connected

       

NC Transportation Now 

On this week's NC
Transportation Now, the
department awards a contract
for construction of a new
temporary bridge on Pea Island,
a new connector road has
opened in Mooresville to provide
better access to industrial
areas, and tickets are now
available for the Santa Train. To
learn more about these
stories, visit NCDOT's YouTube
Channel.

Caldwell Road Re-Opens
in Harrisburg

As part of continuing upgrades
to the rail corridor in Harrisburg,
the N.C. Department of
Transportation has re-opened a
portion of Caldwell Road
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The top five counties with animal-related crashes reported last
year in North Carolina are:

Wake: 794
Pitt: 562
Guilford: 550
Duplin: 445
Randolph: 444

To learn safety tips for avoiding animal-vehicle collisions and to
see how many of those collisions happened where you live, click
here.

Snow School
NCDOT Prepares for Winter Weather

NCDOT crews attach a snow plow during a "dry run" to help
prepare for the upcoming winter weather season. 

Brightly colored leaves, not ice, collected on the ground as
NCDOT crews hoisted snow plows onto their trucks. 

There was no winter weather in the forecast on that 60-degree day
in late October, but the Department's Mecklenburg County
maintenance yard was abuzz with activity as if a blizzard were
moving in. 

The prep work is part of a "dry run," where crews familiarize
themselves with their snow routes and make sure all equipment is
functioning properly. Each county within Division 10 has its own
dry run, and all this happens before the first flake ever falls. 

"We do this now so we can work out any issues before the bad
weather comes," said Brian Davis, Senior Mecklenburg County
maintenance engineer. "When it's 3 a.m. and 15 degrees outside,
you want operations to go as smoothly as possible."

between N.C. 49 and Tom
Query Road. 

The road opened to traffic in
mid-October after being closed
for a grade separation project
that involved building a new
bridge and roadway on Caldwell
Road to go over the North
Carolina Railroad tracks.

"The reopening of Caldwell Road
is a major landmark in terms of
the double-track project's impact
in Harrisburg," said Mayor Steve
Sciascia. 

The double-track project will
add 12 miles of second track
and realign curves along the
North Carolina Railroad corridor
in Mecklenburg and Cabarrus
counties. These improvements
will allow trains to pass more
frequently, reducing congestion,
increasing capacity and
decreasing travel time between
Raleigh and Charlotte. 

"With two of three bridges now
open, eliminating unsafe at-
grade crossings, we're beginning
to see the positive impact the
PIP (Piedmont Improvement
Program) will ultimately have on
our town's infrastructure,"
Sciascia said. "We appreciate
the close communication we've
established between Town
Council, staff and NCDOT to
move construction forward as
quickly as possible."

Safety Improvements
Coming to Kannapolis
Intersection
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Division 10 Board Member
Tracy F. Dodson

Statewide, NCDOT's snow and ice clearing equipment includes
more than 1,900 trucks equipped with plows and spreaders, 325
front-end loaders and backhoes and 450 motor graders.

With so many pieces of equipment, it's crucial to ensure each one
is operating correctly and efficiently. That way, when the storm
hits, the trucks, plows and spreaders are ready to go. 

Also during the dry run, crews assess quantities of salt, sand and
calcium, which are all essentials during snow and ice removal.

More information about NCDOT's winter weather protocol, including
safety tips and snow and ice removal procedures, can be found
here. 

Board of Transportation Approves
Additional Funds to Improve Existing

Highways, Bridges

The recently passed state budget will allow NCDOT to make a
greater investment in North Carolina's existing highways and
bridges.

The General Assembly appropriated
nearly $500 million in additional funding
in the two-year budget (for fiscal years
2016 and 2017) for maintenance and
preservation work. NCDOT distributes
these funds yearly to the divisions
based on need.

The Board of Transportation approved
each division's initial funding amount for
Fiscal Year 2016 at its August meeting
and approved the additional funding at
its October meeting. Here's what that
means for Division 10 for Fiscal Year 2016, which runs July 1,
2015, until June 30, 2016:

An additional $2,334,061 was allocated to improve deficient
bridges. This brings the division's total Bridge Program
funding to $5,477,467;
An additional $2,596,686 was allocated for pavement
preservation, bringing the total funding for this type of work
to $7,413,802;
An additional $2,880,392 was allocated for contract
resurfacing, bringing the total funding for this type of work to
$37,289,670; and 

A Kannapolis intersection will

soon undergo changes designed

to reduce the frequency and

severity of crashes in that area.

The intersection of Brantley

Road and Little Texas Road

will become a multi-way stop

beginning Wednesday, Nov.

18. That means all traffic must

stop at the intersection before

proceeding with caution. 

Multi-way stop signs are

relatively low-cost and can be

quickly installed. At a multi-way

stop, drivers take turns entering

the intersection, resulting in

fewer and less severe crashes.

Currently, stop signs are in
place on Little Texas Road that
require motorists to stop, but
traffic on Brantley Road isn't
required to stop. NCDOT studied
this intersection and determined
that safety should improve from
the installation of stop signs on
Brantley Road. 

For more information about the
project, including how to
navigate a multi-way stop, click
here. 
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An additional $2,903,512 was allocated for secondary road
and bridge maintenance, bringing the total funding for this
type of work to $21,430,342.

Concord Avenue Bridge
in Monroe Undergoing
Repairs

Repairs on the Concord Avenue
bridge over U.S. 74 in Monroe
are wrapping up this month. 

In September, the bridge was
apparently struck by heavy
equipment from a vehicle
traveling eastbound on U.S. 74. 

The impact of the crash
damaged the bridge's girder, a
large beam that helps support
the bridge's vertical load.

The bridge has been closed
during repairs.

Jordan-Ashley B. Walker
Division 10 Communications Officer

Phone: (980) 523.0000
jabaker2@ncdot.gov

J. Scott Cole, P.E.
Acting Division 10 Engineer

Tracy F. Dodson
N.C. Board of Transportation, Division 10 Board Member

 NC Department of Transportation | ncdot.gov

Copyright © 2015. All Rights Reserved.

mailto:jabaker2@ncdot.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tAhhpV-00C5kkeFkFxEKx8wkhq39cBBI4u-F4Qdn9vcKkHie0wgzNVsBMpK0gi5LZ3_TLz_Iy1LK1jZxRUbfTgOBU907P9pj0XIwEs1Npm50ZYBmHXLkro1gUiDHk3los_xlEofSFTJWd_FIMwWtdxRJaKRaHe8k9S7CWuzk8RE=&c=&ch=

